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most magical event! 
 

 

See ya real soon! 

The AHEPA New England Regional Convention  
Friday, May 13 

Saturday, May 14 & 
 Sunday, May 15, 2022

The Resort & Conference Center at Hyannis 
35 Scudder Avenue  (West End Circle)  

Hyannis, Massachusetts 

 

Yankee NewsYankee NewsYankee NewsYankee News    
Publica�on of AHEPA District #7 

Connec�cut, Rhode Island, and Western Massachuse�s 
In Con�nuous Publica�on Since 1949 

 

MAY 2022 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, Sen. Raptakis and RI’s Hellenic community celebrate the 201st anniversary of  

Greek Independence Day and the Feast of the Annuncia�on at the State House. Greek Consul General Stratos E.hymiou  

and Rhode Island General Officers join local Greek leaders in the celebra�on of Hellenic heritage  

State Senator Leonidas P. Raptakis and Rhode Island's Hellenic communi�es hosted a celebra�on of Greek Independence Day at the 

Rhode Island State House, bringing together state leaders and members of all three Hellenic communi�es from Cranston, Newport and 

Pawtucket to recognize the 201st anniversary of Greece’s independence. The event included the Consul General of the Hellenic Republic 

Stratos E-hymiou and His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, who also met 

privately with Governor Dan McKee, Lt. Gov. Sabina Matos, Rhode Island House Speaker K. Joseph Shekarchi and Representa�ve Joseph 

McNamara prior to the commencement of the program. This is Archbishop Elpidophoros’ first trip to Rhode Island, and it has been more 

than 30 years since an Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America has officially visited the State of Rhode Island. 

Throughout the day, Greece’s na�onal flag was flown in four different areas of the Rhode Island State House: the Governor’s State Room, the Senate chamber, the 

House of Representa�ves chamber, and atop the State House building. Following the ceremonies in the House chamber, a program was held in the Governor’s State 

Room, with remarks offered by Consul General E-hymiou, Gov. Dan McKee, Lt. Gov. Sabina Matos, A;y. General Peter Neronha and General Treasurer Seth 

Magaziner. RI State Police Captain Ernest McKenney and Providence Chief of Police Colonel Hugh T. Clements Jr., both of Hellenic descent, also gave remarks. Also 

speaking was President of Federa�on of Hellenic-American Socie�es of New England, Vasilis Ka>as. In a;endance was George Gialtourdis, President of the Pon�an 

Society Panagia Soumela of Boston, and represen�ng the Hellenic Navy was the wife of Captain Michail D. Giakoumakis, 

Mrs. Maria Vasilaki. Present were Parish Council Presidents George Foussekis of Assump�on Church, Theofanos Markos of 

Annuncia�on Church and Panayio�s Petrou of the St. Spyridon Church. Also a;ending were AHEPA Chapter Presidents of 

Rhode Island (Brother Panoutsopoulos from Newport, Brother Apostolakis from Pawtucket). It was an emo�onal event 

where the children of the Greek School of all three Rhode Island communi�es filled our celebra�on with joy, pride and for 

some of us with tears! Their poems, their singing and above all their enthusiasm show us how important they are to the 

future of Hellenism and how much effort we need to put into their educa�on and growth! Submi�ed by Yiannis Apostolakis 

NEW BRITAIN, CT - Despite the cold, rainy, windy weather, members of AHEPA Chapter 117 of New Britain made their 

annual trip to the surrounding ci�es and towns to raise Greek flags in honor of Greek Independence. This year they were 

joined by the new parish priest and Ahepan, the V. Rev. Archimandrite Spyridon Chatzis of St George Church.  

Submi�ed by Pericles Moustakakis 

NORWICH, CT - George Grossomanides, Chapter President of Norwich 

AHEPA 110 is shown raising the Greek Flag on March 25th in front of 

the Norwich City Hall.  A ceremony, sponsored by the Norwich City 

Council, was held honoring Greek Independence Day.   Brief speeches 

were given by Father Demetrios Pantelekas pastor of the Holy Trinity 

Greek Orthodox Church of Norwich, George Grossomanides, Norwich 

AHEPA President and Dr. John Grossomanides President of the Holy 

Trinity Church and the President of the AHEPA Senior Housing in 

Norwich.                                                       Submi�ed by Tony Petros 

Photo Credit: John Shishmanian/NorwichBulle�n.com  
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Compliments ofCompliments ofCompliments ofCompliments of    
    

Affordable Housing in HartfordAffordable Housing in HartfordAffordable Housing in HartfordAffordable Housing in Hartford 

 

AHEPA 58 APARTMENTS   &   AHEPA 58-II APARTMENTS 
1532  BERLIN TURNPIKE          1534 BERLIN TURNPIKE 

WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109  

A MESSAGE FROM THE D7  

AHEPA GOVERNOR 
 

Gree�ngs Brother Ahepans, 
 

                    Your love of humanity is the bond 

of AHEPA as its centennial proceeds and why 

you are a member of the fraternity that 

promote its virtues. We can do more by 

conveying to new members, young and 

seasoned alike, the many areas that AHEPA 

has aided and helped to develop. Of topical 

importance is the aid to the freedom loving people of Ukraine so that 

they may survive the horrors of their aggressor. AHEPA World 

headquarters has been receiving help from its Chapters and members 

for the humanitarian aid effort. 

                   We help develop and maintain some of the best rated 

homes for the elderly in America through AHEPA Housing. Locally, we 

have five AHEPA homes in our area,  of which I serve as a director since 

1989. I encourage all chapters to explore the possibili�es of expanding 

into areas that have long term community benefits, for this is what 

AHEPA is all about, helping your fellow ci�zen and others. 

                    Our per�nent concern is the two year old and ongoing 

ba;le with the viral pandemic and its impact on our lives. I am 

par�cularly grateful for our health, yet mourn those of us who are of 

eternal memory.  Live mee�ngs of Chapters have been challenging as 

we are pulling away from Zoom at this �me and we hope to increase 

our live monthly mee�ngs. 

                    Now is the �me to develop teams and to prepare for the 

Hellenic History Tournament, the �me honored and successful program 

created and ini�ated by Brother and Past Supreme Governor, Nicholas 

Nikas. We thank him and all who contribute for this magnificent 

academic event. 

                    The New England Regional Conven�on in Hyannis this May 

13-15 will bring us together for good resolve and advancement of the 

ideals of AHEPA. Thank you all who are planning to join us.  

                    I hope to see you at the Na�onal Conven�on this July in 

Orlando at Disney World!    Please have a fine Summer! 
 

                                                             Yours in Fraternity, 

                                                             Demetrius E. Tasoulas  

A MESSAGE FROM THE DAUGHTERS 

OF PENELOPE D7 GOVERNOR 
 

Dear Sisters, 

 

 I hope that you and your family are 

well, and had a wonderful Easter! It is such 

a wonderful feeling to see the trees and 

flowers coming back to life! 
 

 Chapters elec�ons should be held 

in April or May. Please remember to send 

your elec�on results in as instructed. This 

is par�cularly important to Headquarters for correspondence! 

District Elec�ons will be held at the Conven�on. If you are 

interested in a posi�on at the District Lodge, please feel free to 

contact me, or any Lodge member.  
 

 I would like to remind you that we will be having our New 

England Regional Conven�on May 13,14 and 15th at the Resort and 

Conference Center at Hyannis. There is s�ll �me to register!  
 

 On June 26 there will be a District Scholarship Dinner at Holy 

Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Waterbury. The money this raises 

is used to provide a scholarship in the name of the Daughters of 

Penelope District. Please save the date and try to a;end.  
 

 As my term should be coming to the end, I would like to thank 

you all for your support and 

encouragement over the past 4 

years. I would par�cularly like to 

thank the Sisters of our Lodge, Lt 

Governor Elisa (Lisa) Maro;a, 

Treasurer Penny Pecka, PDG, 

Marshall Stamo Dimitratos and 

District Advisor Anna-Helene 

Grossomaindes, PGP an It has 

been a pleasure to serve with 

you. 
 

With Warm Regards In Theta Pi, 

Marianne Boutsioulis 

DIBBLE &&&& ROSSI, P.C. 

Certified Public Accountants 
 

Elaine Tzepos Dibble, CPA  

&&&& 

 Raymond E. Rossi, Jr., CPA 
 

Phone: (203) 754-3134 

Fax: 203.755.0735 
ray@pdrcpas.com   elaine@pdrcpas.com 
 

515 Watertown Avenue 

Suite A 

Waterbury, CT 06708 

Providing our elderly  

with security & comfort. 

#245, Inc.#245, Inc.#245, Inc.#245, Inc.    
    

Newport, RINewport, RINewport, RINewport, RI    

 

_______________ 

AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL  

PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 
_______________ 

 

GREGORY J. STAMOS 
 

 

PAST  

SUPREME  

COUNSELOR 
 

200 MAIN ST. * P.O.BOX 166                    

ANSONIA, CT 06401 

(203) 735-9293 * (203) 734-5065 (F) 

Email: stamosa;y@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

Family run auto repair business  

in the same loca�on since 1974 

11 Chase Ave., Waterbury, CT 

www.setaromotors.com 
 

Gaetano Setaro  

Master auto mechanic for 20+ years 
 

cell: (203) 525-8114 
authorized dealer of these fine brands: 
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 The ARISTON Insurance is an independent full-

service insurance agency with extensive experience 

in the unique insurance needs of the Greek 

American Community. 
 

 
 

Titos Ritsatos 
2377 Main Street  

Glastonbury, CT 06033 

phone: (860) 430-9820 

cell: (860) 328-5592 

�tos@theariston.net 

 

 

 

 

Daughters of Penelope 

Yankee District Lodge #7 
 

District Governor -  Marianne Boutsioulis 
  

Lt. Governor - Elisa Marotta 
 

Treasurer - Penny Pecka, PDG 
 

Marshal - Stamo Dimitratos 
 

District Advisor - Anna-Helene Grossomanides 
 

District Maids of Athena Advisor - Karen Isaac 
 

Grand Governor, Zone 1 - Gretchen Holtsinger 
 

 

Hellenism, Education, Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, 

Family and Individual Excellence 

 

EDITOR'S NOTES  
 

        Are some people Indispensable? 

    I've come to believe that the saying, "No 

one is indispensable" may not be true. There 

are some who leave such a void in people's 

lives that  it can't be easily replaced. Let me 

speak about one such person. 
 

     Peter Stamos PDG of District 7 recently 

passed a-er a long and produc�ve life. (See 

enclosed obituary) Peter and I would meet 

occasionally, usually at visita�ons, conven�ons, 

or at his son Greg's annual picnic for his 

chapter. We bonded quickly having had many of the same life experiences. 

He and I were both long �me educators during our working lives and both 

served as District Governors. But those were not the only things that drew 

me to this Brother. He had an ever present smile and was always so 

suppor�ve of anything I did as an Ahepan, and was a consummate 

gentleman. When he died you could literally feel the grief that poured from 

his fellow New Haven chapter brothers.  
 

 One a-er another wrote of his smile, his compassion and the loss 

they felt without him. 
 

     Peter found much joy in his life with his loving family, friends and 

church. He understood  that his work touched so many students, and 

enjoyed seeing their later successes. Peter not only found joy in this life, but 

he also brought joy to so many. His memory will truly be eternal. 

             Peter Stamos was my friend and I mourn his loss. 

                                Jack Isaac 

Editor, Yankee News 

 

Salute to a Veteran  

~ Jim Georgiou ~ 
 

 Jim Georgiou (Demetris 

Georgiou) was born in the region of 

Floca, Ancient Olympia in 1931.  He 

was the second of  thirteen brothers 

and sisters in his family.  Greece had 

just come out of the Asia minor 

catastrophe and  led right into World 

War II, when Jim was 10 years old.    
 

 Surviving the cruelty of the 

war since he graduated from high 

school he was working to support his 

family,  and studying to become an 

engineer  in the school of 

Prometheus (a famous school in Greece for those who work in the sea).  

He joined the Greek Navy in 1949.   
 

 A-er basic training, he was sent for 3 

months to the Engineering School of the 

Navy. Then he was appointed to destroyer 

NIKI (means Victory in Greek). Two weeks 

later NIKI departed for the USA for repairs in 

the Philadelphia Navy Yards. 
 

 Once in Philadelphia, Jim Georgiou 

was sent to Newport, RI, to the naval base for Damage and Fire Control 

School. This is where he met his future wife at the St Spyridon’s Greek 

church. They were wed in court while NIKI spent 9 months in 

Philadelphia, 2 in Newport and 1 month in the Boston shipyard. A-er 

Boston NIKI departed for Greece, execu�ng various missions in many 

countries in the Mediterranean Sea.  His wife Tula also went to Greece, 

where they also had a Greek Orthodox wedding in 1957.  In 1958 they 

le- Greece and came back to Newport, RI. 
 

 Jim searched to see which work would be more lucra�ve and he 

decided to get involved in construc�on.  He thrived in this business for 

37 years, together with the restaurant he opened 10 years later.  He had 

one son George, and one daughter, Alexandra, who is running her 

business and is married to a Greek with whom she has 3 children, 

Katrine, John and Jimmy, all of who have finished school and are working 

or are involved in entrepreneurial ac�vi�es in the USA and Greece.  
 

 Jim was a long-�me 

member of the Newport 245 

Chapter of AHEPA. He passed 

away this January and will be 

deeply missed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

AHEPA DISTRICT SEVEN LODGE 
The Yankee District 7 Lodge 

is working for you!  Please support the Lodge by 

providing Chapter informa�on & events! 

Demetrius E. Tasoulas – Governor 

Evangelos Hadjimichael – Lt. Governor 

John Fakis – Secretary 

Alex Boutsioulis, PDG – Treasurer 

Jack Isaac – Marshall, PSG, R4  

Andrew Aros – Warden 

John Melonopoulos, PDG – Advisor 

Greg Stamos, PSC – Athle�c Co-Advisor 

Alex Boutsioulis, PDG – Athle�c Co-Advisor 

Emanuel Cosmas – Educa�on Chair 

Region 4 Supreme Governor - Dalton Respass 

BEST WISHES BEST WISHES BEST WISHES BEST WISHES     
to all of our to all of our to all of our to all of our 

Brothers!Brothers!Brothers!Brothers!    
    

from 
 

JOHNJOHNJOHNJOHN    &&&&    STEVENSTEVENSTEVENSTEVEN    

GAGASGAGASGAGASGAGAS 
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Published a minimum 3 �mes per year by Yankee News: This official publica�on is owned by District 7 of the Order of AHEPA.  

Postage is paid through Non-Profit Bulk Rate Permit #5, Westerly, RI.  Office: 14 Hartung Place, Old Lyme, CT,  06371. 

REFLECTIONS OF HISTORY 

Yiannis Apostolakis, Hellenic Affairs Chair District 7 

 So that we remember our history, embrace our heritage and 

understand what we need to do …. 

 In April of 1941, Germany a;acks Greece and Yugoslavia. The first 

fierce ba;le takes place at the Greek forts, in the border between Greece and 

Bulgaria. The Greek Army fights off a;ack a-er a;ack holding onto the forts 

with heroic effort and self-sacrifice, even in the face of chemical gas used by 

the Germans. No country in Europe ever fought so hard with so li;le at hand. 

One example is staff surgent Dimitris Itsios, who aided by a handful of Greek 

soldiers defended his machine gun post causing great casual�es on the 

a;acking German soldiers. A-er the Greek soldiers used all of their 

ammuni�on, thousands of bullets and having caused over 250 casual�es on 

the advancing German armed forces they surrendered. The German officer in 

charge asked to meet the commander of the for�fied posi�on. He never 

expected to see a sergeant. The German officer congratulated Itsios and then 

he personally executed him. He did leave free the remaining Greek soldiers. 

 In the 1950s, EOKA was established with the specific 

aim of moun�ng a military campaign to end the status of 

Cyprus as a Bri�sh crown colony and achieving the island's 

unifica�on with Greece. The organisa�on was headed by 

general Georgios Grivas. A graduate of the Hellenic Military 

Academy, Grivas had served as an officer in the Greek Army. 

He had fought in both World Wars. Grivas assumed the alias Digenis in direct 

reference to the legendary Byzan�ne Digenis Akritas who repelled invaders 

from the Byzan�ne Empire. Second in command in EOKA was Grigoris 

Afxen�ou, also a former officer of the Greek army.  

 Brothers and Sisters of District 7, I though it would be a good 

opportunity from �me to �me to recall a few moments of Greek history. It is 

even more important today, when we look at the events in Ukraine and what 

it takes to defend freedom. Greece and Cyprus are faced with huge 

geopoli�cal shi-s due to the situa�on in Ukraine, while Europe is also facing 

high infla�on, food and supply chain crisis as well as energy resources crisis. 

 The first week of April, Under Secretary for Poli�cal Affairs Victoria 

Nuland traveled to Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, to discuss regional security, 

economic issues, and bilateral priori�es. She conveniently forgot about 

Turkey’s occupa�on of the north part of Cyprus, the Cypriots who were 

executed, tortured, went missing during the Turkish invasion and at the same 

�me she called “President” the Turkish-Cypriot leader of the northern 

occupied part of Cyprus. She iden�fied Turkey as a key ally and she was 

applying pressure to Greece, Cyprus, Israel to include Turkey in the explora�on 

of poten�ally vast energy resources in Easter Mediterranean. In addi�on, the 

State Department is paving the ground for Turkey to acquire advanced F16 

aircra-. Yet, they all forgot exis�ng USA regula�ons against arms sales to 

Turkey and the fact that Turkey has a strong defense and economic 

rela�onship with Russia, to the point that Turkey is the only country making 

money by hos�ng Russian oligarchs, not par�cipa�ng in sanc�ons against 

Russia and the only country where its airlines are the sole provider of travel to 

Turkey! 

 This alone, proves to us, Greeks, Greek Americans and philhellenes 

that unless we are ready to promote and defend the values that we have dear 

at heart, nobody else will! That said, it is up to us, Brothers and Sisters, to 

make sure that the sacrifices of heroes that we men�oned are not wasted! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AHEPA Stamford Chapter 99 

salutes the  

Yankee News editorial team  

for their dedication,  

hard work and good taste. 

SUPREME CONVENTION 2022 - The 2022 Supreme 

Conven�on pre-registra�on form is available from AHEPA 

Global Headquarters. Please note that in order to register as 

a Delegate or Alternate, your chapter must report you as 

one. If you have not been reported as a Delegate or 

Alternate, you will be charged the guest price, so please 

coordinate with your chapters early. h�ps://ahepa.org/supreme-conven�on/ 

Our 2020 Disney Conven�on had to be postponed due to the pandemic, so in 

2022, we’re going to make up for it and bring you a week full of fun that you 

won’t want to miss out on! We’ve worked with Walt Disney World Resort to 

secure a special conven�on rate for our a;endees of $179/night plus tax and 

we an�cipate that these rooms are going to sell out quickly! 

Mee�ngs will start on Monday, July 18th and Installa�ons will conclude the 

conven�on on Friday, July 22nd, but we encourage you to take advantage of 

our rate and plan 

your family 

vaca�ons around 

these dates. Our 

room rate is 

available at the 

Coronado Springs 

from July 13-

26th! Visit the 

link below to 

book your room 

today! 

SATURDAY JULY 16  

AHEPA Housing Mee�ngs  

SUNDAY JULY 17  

AHEPA Housing Mee�ngs  

DOP Grand Lodge Mee�ng  

DOP Founda�on Mee�ng  

AHEPA Supreme Lodge Mee�ng  

AHEPA BOT Mee�ng  

Official AHEPA Welcome Ceremony  
 

MONDAY JULY 18  

AHEPA Na�onal Golf Ou�ng  

AHEPA & Guest Registra�on  

AHEPA General Session  

DOP Registra�on  

DOP General Session  

AHEPA & DOP Commi;ee Mee�ngs  

Local Event  
 

TUESDAY JULY 19  

AHEPA & Guest Registra�on  

AHEPA General Session  

DOP General Session  

DOP Registra�on  

AHEPA Family Athle�c Luncheon  

AHEPA Commi;ee Mee�ngs  

AHEPA Greek American Dance @ EPCOT  

 

WEDNESDAY JULY 20  

AHEPA Conven�on City Golf Ou�ng 

AHEPA Family Awards Brunch  

AHEPA General Session  

DOP General Session  

AHEPA Commi;ee Mee�ngs  

Sons of Pericles General Session  

Maids of Athena General Session  

Hellenic Cultural Comm. Presenta�on 

AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors  

AHEPA 100th Anniversary Event @ EPCOT 

World Showcase EPCOT  
 

THURSDAY JULY 21  

SOP & MOA Celebrate the Youth Awards 

AHEPA PSP Breakfast  

AHEPA Hellenic History Tournament 

AHEPA General Session  

Vo�ng DOP General Session  

Vo�ng DOP Salute to Women  

AHEPA Family Grand Banquet  

AHEPA Family Grand Ball  
 

FRIDAY JULY 22  

AHEPA Family Officers Installa�ons  

DOP Grand Lodge Mee�ng  

AHEPA Supreme Lodge Mee�ng  

AHEPA BOT Mee�ng 

SUPREME CONVENTION 2022 AGENDA 
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To the outside world, we all grow old. But not to our brothers and sisters.  To them we will live eternal. 
Peter Stamos 

Peter Stamos, of Woodbridge, Connec�cut, passed peacefully on March 19, 2022, joining so many beloved 

ancestors in his place of repose, having just recently celebrated 96 glorious years.  

Peter was born in Bridgeport, Connec�cut on March 3, 1926 to immigrants from Greece, Samuel and Catherine 

Stamos. He was a graduate of Bridgeport Central High School, New Haven State Teachers College, University of 

Connec�cut School of Educa�on, and Columbia University Teachers College, having obtained his Teaching and 

Master's Degrees. 

He revered his childhood in the South End of Bridgeport with his lifelong Greek buddies, where he first learned his 

faith at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Bridgeport. Immediately upon gradua�ng from Bridgeport 

Central, he and his friends enlisted in the United States Army, proudly serving for two years, from September 1944 

to June 1946, in the European Theatre. As an 18 year old, he disembarked on the beaches of LeHavre, France, in 

December 1944, and served in ba;le ac�on in the Eighth Army Division (Thundering Herd) in the Black Forest of 

Germany. At the war's end, he was assigned to the 5th Division and served in the United States Occupa�on Forces throughout Germany and 

Czechoslovakia. He was discharged in 1946 as a Corporal in Fort Campbell, Kentucky, a-er a;aining the Euro-AFR-ME Medal, with two ba;le 

stars. 

Peter met his soulmate, Mary Vartelas, at a Greek dance in Bridgeport and they were married on June 29, 1952 in New Haven. He then 

became part of the large and extended Vartelas clan, living with them at 84 Franklin Street in Ansonia for many years un�l moving to 

Woodbridge. Together with Mary, he raised their four children, Gregory, Lisa, Paul and Paris. He became very ac�ve in the Ansonia 

community, serving as a Community Chest Director, President of the Ansonia Lion's Club and Vice-President of the Chamber of Commerce. He 

also served as President of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Ansonia for 15 years. 

Peter and Mary traveled the world, especially cherishing trips to visit their beloved rela�ves in Greece. He held his Hellenic heritage and its 

values dear, becoming a dedicated member of the American Hellenic Educa�onal Progressive Associa�on (AHEPA), the premier Greek-

American fraternal and philanthropic organiza�on, where he served as President of New Haven Chapter #98 and District Governor of Yankee 

District #7. At his place of worship, Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church of Orange, Connec�cut, he was a dedicated volunteer, member of 

the Parish Council, and a quiet, spiritual leader, befi]ng his values of leadership, fairness and kindness. One of his fellow worshippers 

admiringly indicated, upon congratula�ng Peter on his 95th birthday, "As an elder statesman of our Chapter and of our St. Barbara's Parish, 

you have made our community stronger and more vibrant by your example, your wise counsel, and by your leadership. I have admired you for 

decades and know that I am not alone in this regard." 

Peter was a quietly generous soul; upon being told of a family's challenge or a cause befi]ng concern, he would respond: "What can we do?", 

"What can I do?", "What do you need?". He embodied the ancient Greek concept of "Philo�mo" – defined as pride, character, virtue, the 

"honor in doing the right thing". While his children might lovingly disagree, virtually everyone would remark that they never saw Peter show 

anger or without a smile on his face. 

For forty years Peter was an educator in the Ansonia Public School System, relishing his years as an eighth grade teacher at Peck School on the 

West Side. To this day, former pupils of his reach out to him from across the na�on, thanking him for his guidance and mentorship and for 

ins�lling in them a love of learning. He focused on helping them expand their horizons while exposing them to culture through excursions to 

Broadway shows, Yale museums, the United Na�ons, and somehow squeezing in a Mets game versus his treasured Dodgers. Un�l his 

re�rement, Peter served as Principal at Lincoln-Hayes Middle School in Ansonia, where he was known by his wonderful teaching staff as a 

"teacher's principal", always suppor�ng them through any challenges they faced. Peter con�nued his passion of helping others learn by 

serving as an Adult Educa�on Teacher in the Valley Adult Educa�on Program into his mid-80's, where he helped students earn their high 

school equivalency degree. Upon his re�rement, his service was honored through a Scholarship in his name. 

Peter was predeceased by his beloved wife Mary in 2005. He was also predeceased by brothers, John and Harry Stamos. Peter is survived by 

his loving and dedicated children, son Gregory and wife Susan, son Paul and wife Karen, daughter Lisa Heerdt and husband John, and daughter 

Paris Heath and husband Terry. He was also known and admired as "Papou" by his grandchildren, Alexis, Angelika and her husband James, 

Jacob and his partner Kaitlyn, and Lauren and her fiance Alex, and as "Big Papou", by his great-granddaughters, Parelea and Maxine. A few 

years a-er Mary's passing, Peter commenced many years of wonderful companionship with his true and faithful friend Helen Vi;orio, who 

survives him. Peter's family deeply appreciates the care, love, and devo�on that Helen gave to Peter, and is also thankful to her family who 

embraced him as one of their own. 

Peter also had many faithful and loyal friends through the communi�es he par�cipated in: Sunday a;endance at Church, sharing the hot dog 

grill at Saint Barbara's Annual Odyssey Fes�val, community service, his Brother AHEPANS, and Monday happy hours at the Derby Elks Club 

with fellow Ansonia Public School educators. Due to his warm, kind and invi�ng nature, his children's friends also became his own friends over 

the years. 

 

Sunday—Thursday 11am—9pm 
Friday & Saturday 11am—10pm 

  
 

860-564-3632 

 

632 North Main St. (Route 14), Moosup, CT 06354 
 

•Fine Food     •Cocktail Lounge   •Banquet Facilities 
 
 

Compliments,  

 
 Brother                                                                       Brother  
 Fred                                                                          Nicholas  
 Stavropoulos                                                      Stavropoulos 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brown Paindiris & Sco;, LLP  
 

A�orney Nick Paindiris 
 

2252 Main Street                  100 Pearl Street 

Glastonbury, CT                     Har�ord, CT 

860-659-0700                       860-522-3343 
 

www.bpslawyers.com  
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AHEPA WINTHROP CHAPTER 250  

Offering Safe & Secure Elderly Housing  
 

AHEPA 250 Apartments    

267 Roxbury Road, Niantic, CT 06357 
 

AHEPA 250-II Apartments    

95 Clark Lane, Waterford, CT 06385 
 

AHEPA 250-III Apartments   

251 Drozdyk Drive, Groton, CT 06340 
 

AHEPA 250-IV Apartments   

265 Roxbury Road, Niantic, CT 06357 
 

AHEPA 250-V Apartments   

269  Roxbury Road, Niantic, CT 06357  

 

CABCDEBFGHI AJ 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NKHLKG HKDF CLKCHFM NA. 58 

HKMHJAMO, CT 

—- 

WF SQCCAMH HLF YKGRFF NFSIDFHHFM 

IG EHI MEIIEAG HA EGDETLHFG 

AGO IGJAMB 

DEIHMEUH 7 AHEPANS. 

Hope, Success and Health   

for all the AHEPA Family. 

-Demetrius E. Tasoulas- 

Newport Chapter 245 Welcomes Six New Members  by Dino Spentzos  

Thank you to the officers, members and candidates for making last night such 

an enjoyable and fraternal evening for all. 

We welcomed Andreas Tzouvaras, George Zarkadas, John Panagako, Yanni 

Pandelidis, Ilias Arsenis and George Panichas into our chapter. 

       

 

        

      Brother Paul Vardoulakis 

               Financial Advisor 
 

Dedicated to providing excep�onal service,  

comprehensive wealth management and  

caring advice for more than 20 years. 

Helping to build, manage and preserve  

wealth one client at a �me. 

11 Wawecus Street               4 Water Street 

Norwich, CT  06360               Chester, CT  06412 

Phone: (860) 887-8811             Phone: (860) 526-2021 
paulv@norwichfinancialllc.com           www.norwichfinancialllc.com 
 

Securi�es and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network.  

Member FINRA, SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor. 

 

 

~*~ 

With Compliments of 
 

Jack Isaac 
Past Supreme Governor,  

Region 4 
 

&  
 

Karen Isaac 
Daughters of Penelope 

Past Governor, District 7 
 

~*~ 

 

Irene Soteriou Named  

Truman Scholar 

 University of Connec�cut junior 

Irene Soteriou ’23 has been named a 

Truman Scholar, marking the tenth �me 

since 1986 that a UConn student has 

won the pres�gious honor. Soteriou, 

the daughter of Mario (AHEPA #117) 

and Julia (DoP #138) Soteriou,  is a 

na�ve of Middletown and is an honors 

double major in sta�s�cs and cogni�ve science. Soteriou represents UConn in 

a highly select group of 58 new Truman Scholars from around the country. She 

was picked from 705 candidates nominated by 275 different schools. 

 Truman Scholars demonstrate outstanding leadership poten�al, a 

commitment to a career in government or the nonprofit sector, and academic 

excellence. Each Truman Scholar receives funding for graduate studies, 

leadership training, career counseling, and special internship and fellowship 

opportuni�es within the federal government. 

 Established by Congress in 1975 as a tribute to President Harry S. 

Truman and public service, the Truman Scholarship carries the legacy of the 

33rd President by suppor�ng and inspiring the next genera�on of public 

service leaders. Soteriou plans on a;ending law school following her 

undergraduate educa�on and is interested in a career in foreign policy. 

“I was shocked when I got the good news. Besides my parents, two of the first 

people I wanted to tell told was were my grandfather Kostas and my 

grandmother Irene, both of whom live in Cyprus. My grandfather had 

compiled a list of advice and words of encouragement to give me before the 

interview, and my grandmother had been praying for me throughout the 

weeks preceding, so I wanted to call them each up as soon as I had heard. I 

s�ll haven’t processed it fully. It’s simply a con�nuous reminder of why I do 

what I do and who I strive to do it for.”  h;ps://today.uconn.edu/2022/04 
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Compliments  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of AHEPA  

 Elpis Chapter # 117  

New Britain, CT 

 

 

“We applaud AHEPA’s 
first century of  

important contributions to 
our community,  
our nation and  

our world.” 
 

~ 
 

Angie and Ted 
Augustinos 

 

 

Compliments from 

 

Emi, Marianne, Alex, & Cassie 

Boutsioulis 

PUBLIC WELCOME! FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING! 

Dionysos Greek Festival 2022Dionysos Greek Festival 2022Dionysos Greek Festival 2022Dionysos Greek Festival 2022    
Friday, May 20, 11am - 1 am 
Saturday, May 21, 11am - 1am 
Sunday, May 22, 12pm - 8pm 

St George Greek Orthodox Church 
301 W Main, New Britain, CT 06052 

www.nbstgeorge.com     (860) 229-0055 
PUBLIC WELCOME! FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING! 

 

Place an advertisement  
for yourself or for  

your business in the  
Yankee News!  

 

There are two basic ad sizes, priced below. If you are 
interested in an odd size, call John to discuss options.  

 

2.5” x 2.5” : $100   or     5” x 5” : $200  
 

Ad pricing is for one (1) year.  
This is planned to be 3 issues each year  

(per the D7 Bylaws).  
If we print a 4th issue, this will be complimentary!  

 

Additionally: 
♦ If you want to advertise your local church Greek 

Festival, it is a one-time 5” x 5” ad for $100.           
Get it in by the deadline! 

♦ If a Daughters of Penelope chapter solicits $200 
worth of ads, their chapter will get a year of Yankee 
News subscriptions for their chapter members!      
Save $15/member! 

YANKEE NEWS HISTORY 

 We are looking for old copies of the YANKEE NEWS, please look in your 

files and send copies to the YANKEE NEWS. We have researched and found a 

few old copies. Back in the 1940s it was called the YANKEE DISTRICT NEWS. 

The first editor and person who ini�ated the newsle;er was Phaethon J. 

Ma;hews of Nathan Hale Chapter 58, Har`ord, CT. Other persons involved 

were: Peter Nichols, Gordon Bilides (#98), James Constras (#62), Michael 

Exharhou (#48), Andrew Lazouras (#121), and Charles Peterson (#58). 

 With the start of the YDN, these chapters were listed: New Britain 

(#117), Springfield (MA), Newport (#245), Stamford (#99), Meriden (#126), 

Norwich (#110), Providence (#106), New London (#250), and Har`ord (#58). 

A-er reading the ar�cles in the May 1949 issue, some of the programs that 

appear then are very similar to what’s in the September 2016 issue of the 

YANKEE NEWS.  
 

PLEASE HELP LOOK FOR ALL ISSUES;  

IT’LL BE FUN READING THESE OLD COPIES! 

Archbishop Elpidophoros  

Visits UConn 

 His Eminence, Archbishop 

of America, Elpidophoros visited 

the Paidea Center and The Three 

Hierarchs Chapel at the University 

of Connec�cut, recently, and was 

greeted, on behalf of AHEPA, by 

Demetrius E. Tasoulas, District-7 

Governor his wife Deborah, 

daughter Stacey, a UCONN Senior. 

A recep�on was held a-er The 

Divine Liturgy.  

Winthrop Chapter #250 News by John Fakis 

 On Sunday March 6 the brothers of Chapter 250 along with family and 

friends traveled to the XL Center in Har`ord, CT  to a;end a hockey game.  A 

private sky box was reserved, and we saw a hard-fought hockey game between 

the Har`ord Wolfpack and Bridgeport Islanders.  The Wolfpack won by a score 

of 4 – 1.  There was delicious Italian food consis�ng of salad, chicken 

parmesan, and pasta ending with big cannolis for dessert.  There was great 

camaraderie, and a good �me was had by all.  We definitely will be doing this 

again in the future.  A big thanks to Brother Jimmy Maistros’ grandson 

Ma;hew Caputo who works for the Wolfpack and did a fantas�c job pu]ng 

this event together.  

New Britain Chapter #117 News by Andy Aros 

 Sunday, March 6, 2022, PDG George Rados and Past President Costas 

Georgacopoulos of New Britain #117, visited ST. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church of New Britain, presented Fr Andrii Pokotylo and the President of the 

community a check for $700 to be used to support Ukrainian refugees of the 

war in Ukraine. 

 How the money was raised for this dona�on was uniquely simple.   

Near the conclusion of the March business mee�ng, Chapter President 

Emmanuil Stergakis asked if anyone wished to discuss something “Under the 

Good of the Order”? Immediately several brothers asked how we could help 

the people of Ukraine during their hour of need. That was followed by several 

fundraising ac�vi�es which were all quickly rejected. A brother ignoring the 

rules of order, shouted out “just pass the hat.” The hat was passed. Every 

brother present made a dona�on, and a total of $643 was collected. Pericles 

Moustakas was charged with keeping the money un�l PDG Rados could 

contact St. Mary’s Church, un�l a mutually convenient �me could be arranged 

when the dona�on could be delivered.  PDG Rados personally added  $57 to 

round up AHEPA’s dona�on to $700. 

 It was decided that, at the end of the Divine Liturgy at St. Mary’s, 

Brothers Rados and Georgacopoulos would go to the church and present the 

dona�on.  At St. Mary’s Fellowship Hour, the dona�on was given.  The 

members of the congrega�on present repeatedly thanked the two brothers. 
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Compliments  

of  
 

 

AHEPA 
 Maud Howe Elliott #245 

 

&  
Daughters of Penelope 

Ares #49 
 

Newport, RI 

Compliments of 
 
 

Waterbury  
Chapter #48 

 
  

District  
Mother Lodge 

 
 

Waterbury, CT 

 

It’s like having an in-house full service agency. 

Specializing in custom web design 

& hosting, design & printing, menus, 

flyers, brochures, books, direct mail, 

advertising and marketing solutions. 

 www.SunGraphicsDesign.com • 860.495.8259 

AHEPA District 7 Officers 

Governor Demetrius Tasoulas  

(860) 608-7908 deteagle400@yahoo.com  

Lt. Governor Evangelos Hadjimichael  

(203) 389-6659 ehadjimichael@fairfield.edu  

Secretary John Fakis  

(860) 326-9543 yanni46@aol.com  

Treasurer Alex Boutsioulis, PDG  

(203) 271-2929 alexboutsioulis@gmail.com 

Warden Andrew Aros  

(860) 621-4384 aaros@cox.net 

Advisor John Melonopoulos, PDG  

(860) 938-6262 john.melonopoulos@comcast.net 

Athle�c Advisors Alex Boutsioulis, PDG and  

Greg Stamos, PSC  

(203) 735-9293 stamosa;y@sbcglobal.net 

Educa�on Chairman Emanuel Cosmas  

(203) 913-5036 cosmsox67@yahoo.com 

Supreme Governor, Region 4 Dalton Respass  

Hellenic Affairs Chairman (CT) George Rados, PDG  

(860) 918-4594 and  

Hellenic Affairs Chairman (RI) Ioannis Apostolakis  

(508) 261-1221 apos_main@outlook.com 

MIKE BONATSAKIS 

860-870-8006 

134 HARTFORD TURNPIKE 

TOLLAND 

mbonatsakis@allstate.com 
 

 
 

©2015 Allstate Insurance Co. 

DDDDr. r. r. r. JJJJohn ohn ohn ohn GGGGrossomanidesrossomanidesrossomanidesrossomanides    

Past Supreme President  

AHEPA  
  

& 

AAAAnnannannanna----HHHHelene elene elene elene GGGGrossomanidesrossomanidesrossomanidesrossomanides    

Past Grand President 

Daughters of Penelope 

 Eptahorian  

Saint George Society 
Founded in Nashua, NH in 1903 

         Since its inception, June 3, 1924,  

Greek-Americans from Eptahori, 

Greece have taken an active role in 

AHEPA Chapter 48 of  

Waterbury, Connecticut. 

         Currently, over  

forty Eptahorians are  

also involved fraternally 

in the AHEPA and  

Daughters of Penelope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proud of our members’  

immigrant roots; 

Proud to have celebrated our  

   95th Anniversary in March 2021; 

Proud chapter of AHEPA District 7. 

Vincent Antonelli, DDS 

Ted Malahias, DDS 

Sean Kim, DDS, MAGD 

860-446-8744 
115 Bridge St., Groton, CT 06340 

www.bridgeworksfdc.com 

Yankee News Staff  

Office: 14 Hartung Place, Old Lyme, CT,  06371 

Editor Jack Isaac  jckisaac012@gmail.com              

Publisher Terry Plumley  yankeed7news@AOL.com 

Secretary Andy Aros  aaros@cox.net                             

Reporter/Photographer Greg Simones pdgahepad7@gmail.com   

Reporter Alex Boutsioulis alexboutsioulis@gmail.com    

Daughters Liaison Adele Antoniou adele.antoniou @gmail.com 

Financial Officer John Melonopoulos John.melonopoulos@comcast.net 

Daughters of Penelope District 7 Officers 

Governor Marianne Boutsioulis(203) 271-2929 boutsie5@cox.net   

Lt. Governor Elisa Maro3a elisasmaro;a@gmail.com 

Treasurer Penny Pecka, PDG (203) 756-7651 ppecka@newhaven.edu 

Marshal Stamo Dimitratos (860) 583-0163 sdimi9747@gmail.com 

D7 Advisor Anna-Helene Grossomanides, PGP ahgrossomanides@gmail.com 

Maids of Athena Advisor Karen Isaac (860) 224-2183 jckisaac012@gmail.com 

 

Compliments of  

AHEPA 110, Inc. 
 
 

 

Providing Affordable,  

Safe and Secure Housing  

for the Elderly  

in Greater Norwich, CT  
  
 
 

AHEPA 110 Apartments 
  

AHEPA 110-II Apartments  
 

AHEPA 110-III Apartments 

 

Celebrating our 90th Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AHEPA Southeastern Connecticut 

Winthrop Chapter 250 

The next Yankee News deadline for submissions: August 5, 2022 to: YankeeD7News@AOL.com  

 

 

 

Gregory C. Simones, PDG 

A valued AHEPA 
mentor once told 
me, “You get out 

of AHEPA what 
you put into it”. 

 

I believe  
you get more.  

 

Get active in 
your chapters 

today! 

Calendar of Events 

May 5-8 Waterbury Greek Fes�val 

May 13-15 AHEPA New England Regional Conven�on, Massachuse;s 

May 20-22 New Britain Greek Fes�val 

June 2-5 Har`ord Greek Fes�val 

June 5  NYC Greek Independence Day Parade 

June 26  2022 D7 Scholarship Event - Waterbury, CT 

July 18-24 AHEPA Family Supreme Conven�on, Florida 

July 21  Supreme Hellenic History Tournament Championship 

August 5 September Yankee News deadline 

October 28 OXI Day 

November 8 December Yankee News deadline 

May 21  AHEPA Sunday 

Daughters of Penelope  
Priam Chapter No. 76 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Meriden, CT 


